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Introduce yourself. Where do you work? What is your job role?
Hi! My name is Fiona and I work for Baker McKenzie in Belfast. I am 
currently working as an Intellectual Property Paralegal, I have been on 
secondment with the IP department for the last six months. 
 
What does your job entail?
My role involves working as part of a team to manage the “life-cycle” of 
numerous trademarks for household name brands; we work to protect their 
image, uphold their rights and prevent against infringement. I am also an 
active member of Baker’s Social Mobility Committee, where we work to 
create opportunities and provide assistance to those from lower socio-
economic backgrounds, in order to create a sense of equality of opportunity 
both in our workplace and in wider society.
 
How did you get into this line of work?
After I finished my degree, I worked as a Paralegal in New Jersey for 
a summer (as part of the Project Children Programme - an incredible 
internship programme that is available to students across Ireland). My 
internship focused on personal injury and insurance law; I was able to 
gain extensive and valuable access into the American legal system. Upon 
returning home I began to apply for legal jobs in Belfast; in November 2019, 
I began working as a Legal Professional in Baker McKenzie. I worked on 
several projects and, after attending a training day with the IP department, 
I soon realised that I had a strong interest in IP; I started reaching out to the 
IP team for work and this enthusiasm helped me to secure a Secondment 
with the team in June 2020.

Tell us about your qualifications and training? 
In September 2019, I graduated from University College Dublin with a 2:1 
in Law with Social Justice. In my third year I studied in Utrecht University, 
in The Netherlands, for one semester as part of the Erasmus Programme; 
this was an incredible experience that enabled me to learn all about the 
Civil Law system, European Law and Human Rights. In summer 2019 I 
worked as a Paralegal in Bruno, Gerbino & Soriano, in New Jersey; I assisted 
in representing some of the biggest insurance companies in America by: 
analysing large amounts of medical records; composing medical record 
summaries; and citing relevant legal arguments. In November 2019, I began 
working as a Legal Professional in Baker McKenzie; I worked on variety 

Work Inspiration
of multi-jurisdictional legal matters on a daily basis, assisting lawyers 
from offices across the globe to carry out large scale litigation projects 
to strict timescales. Whilst working with the IP team, I have been trained 
to: conduct numerous trademark searches; set up dispute forms; establish 
evidence of use in relation to trademarks; and send clients daily reporting 
emails on the status of registration certificates and other documents. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

What do you like to do in your spare time? 
In my spare time I enjoy going out for food and drinks with friends, going 
for long walks, listening to music and watching movies and TV shows. My 
favourite thing to do is to travel (so I’m hoping I’ll be able to do more of 
this soon)! In addition, I have been learning to speak Irish since January, and 
I have continued with Zoom Irish classes throughout lockdown! 
 
Tell us an interesting fact about yourself? 
I once spent a summer living in a frat house in Vancouver with 48 people - 
great fun…but never again. 

Who has inspired you most in your life? 
My mum inspires me more than anyone - she’s extremely passionate 
and hardworking, and has always taught me to try my best and to never 
compare myself to anyone else..

What qualities are required for your job – personal  
and professional?
Being able to multitask is very important and can be challenging, 
however, I feel as though my skills in this area have improved since 
starting my Secondment. On a personal level, it is also important to be 
kind, enthusiastic and always keen to help others (especially because the 
workload can be heavy). 

What is the best advice you have ever received? 
Don’t compare yourself to other people and always have confidence 
in your own ability!




