
What is the best advice you have ever received?
“Believe in yourself - you are capable of more than you imagine”.  
This came from one of my teachers at school whilst studying for my 
A levels and something I keep telling myself - especially when your 
inner critic kicks in.

Jennifer Baillie-Stewart 
Associate Director, Mobility,  
People

What does your job entail?
I work in a specialist area of Human Resources called Global Mobility, 
and I am responsible for all our employees who travel internationally to 
other Baker McKenzie offices or clients.  I manage the compliance and 
financial requirements for the individual and the Firm.  I also support 
our employees and their family’s relocation and settling into their new 
city and culture. 

I work with the Partners and Leadership of our Firm facilitating the 
needs of our individuals who relocate to other countries on a temporary 
or permanent basis.  This could be for one of our trainee lawyers 
spending 3 months in Hong Kong, a qualified lawyer working with 
clients in New York for two years obtaining international experience, 
an individual working on-site at a client in Dubai, or an individual 
relocating to Sydney on a permanent basis. Being a truly global Law 
Firm, our people are globally minded. 
 
How did you get into this line of work?
I completed a post-graduate management program specialising 
in Human Resources, through which I gained awareness of the 
international side of this specialism. I moved to England, and developed 
my experience and knowledge working in Professional Services advising 
global organisations in international tax, compensation and immigration 
initially in London, before experiencing my own mobility to Finland, 
India, and Germany before returning to Belfast in 2020.  After 15 years 
advising clients, I now apply that knowledge in creating an internal 
mobility program that meets the needs of Baker McKenzie. 

Tell us about your qualifications and training? 
I have a BSc Hons degree in Geography.  I had initial aspirations in 
becoming a secondary school teacher but that changed when accepted 
onto a graduate management program that involved a business 
placement as well as studying for a business management qualification 
with the Chartered Management Institute.  I have 15 years of training in 
personal tax, payroll and immigration in a wide range of jurisdictions. 
 

Work Inspiration

What do you like to do in your spare time? 
I love being outdoors - walking, climbing and skiing.  I am a trained 
rescue scuba diver, and during my travels I am fortunate to have been 
able to dive in some amazing places including Borneo, Indonesia, and 
Mexico’s cenotes.  At the weekends I enjoy cooking - it helps me relax 
after a busy week at work.
 
Tell us an interesting fact about yourself? 
During the three years I lived in India, I obtained an Indian driving 
licence and drove myself to and from work every day in absolute crazy 
traffic without having one accident!  When selling my car after three 
years, the buyer could not believe the condition.  Although, I may have 
picked up a few bad driving habits after living in a city that does not 
follow many rules of the road!! 

Who has inspired you most in your life?
There is no one person, but rather different people who I have been 
fortunate to work with across the globe.  I have observed different 
qualities in different situations, and have tried to incorporate these 
into how I approach my work and colleagues. I was the first in my 
family across all generations to graduate from University - my parent’s 
commitment to supporting my education inspires me to help others. 
 
What qualities are required for your job – personal  
and professional?
A key quality required for my role is strong business acumen skills as I am 
dealing with different circumstances every day - taking business needs, 
and advising solutions that meet the evolving need whilst managing risk.  
This skill was developed on the job, but my early roles required strong 
listening and communication skills, as well as data analysis, but overall a 
passion and drive to delivering exceptional client service.




