
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

WORK INSPIRATION – Finance 
High wages and a demand for skilled workers mean that careers in accounting and finance are an 
attractive prospect for graduates. 
 
General Career Resources/Information: 
• FUTURE TALENTED has an article on careers 

in the Financial Sector, find out what it is 
like to do virtual work experience in Finance is 
like and what skills the student learnt from it. 

• BBC Bitesize Careers has a section on 
careers in their world of work series which 
includes: 
- Career as an accountancy technician  
- Career as a financial adviser  
- Career as a financial services 

administrator  
- Career as a fundraising development 

officer 
• Target Careers – find out about the skills 

and qualities needed for a job in finance and 
the routes into this career path.  

- What degree choices are there for finance 
careers  

- Skills for finance apprenticeships  
- What career in finance would suit me? 
- Life as an actuarial apprentice 

• The NI Direct careers website has produced 
some Careers Occupational Information on a 
range of careers in the financial sector  

• National Careers Service section on finance 
and financial careers has a wide range of 
options, including amongst others: 
- Career as an auditor  
- Career as an actuary  
- Career as a bank manager 
- Career as a bookmaker  
- Career as a finance officer   
- Career as a financial adviser   
- Career as mortgage adviser  
- Career as a stockbroker  

https://www.futuretalentlearning.com/education/blog/whats-it-like-doing-virtual-work-experience-at-a-financial-services-firm?utm_campaign=FutureTalentEd&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=129720946&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-93_FZD6WtCfr_rm2AnaKS-62blYfhlMeSPUDpx45UeFp_JinxhMgy1NdCwutCpL14iLWTof7ZNbAe31tmA8ZJ85ACX8A&utm_content=128638210&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/z7wb2sg
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zfswy9q
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zkwrt39
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zkwrt39
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/znhp92p
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/znhp92p
https://targetcareers.co.uk/career-sectors/finance
https://targetcareers.co.uk/career-sectors/finance/76-choosing-a-degree-and-university-for-your-finance-career
https://targetcareers.co.uk/career-sectors/finance/76-choosing-a-degree-and-university-for-your-finance-career
https://targetcareers.co.uk/career-sectors/finance/186-skills-and-qualities-you-need-for-a-finance-apprenticeship
https://targetcareers.co.uk/career-sectors/finance/308-would-a-career-in-finance-suit-me
https://targetcareers.co.uk/career-sectors/finance/384389-taking-an-actuarial-apprenticeship
https://www.nidirect.gov.uk/campaigns/11-19-your-learning-and-career-options
https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-categories/business-and-finance
https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-categories/business-and-finance
https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-profiles/auditor
https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-profiles/actuary
https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-profiles/bank-manager
https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-profiles/bookmaker
https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-profiles/finance-officer
https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-profiles/financial-adviser
https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-profiles/mortgage-adviser
https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-profiles/stockbroker
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● Student Ladder – helps students from 16 – 
24-year-old make vital career decisions and 
help them decide what path they might want to 
follow.    
- Find out about a career in investment 

banking  
- Find out about a career as insurance broker  
- Find out about a career in sales and trading  

• Explore the apprenticeship programme with one 
of Northern Ireland’s leading banks – Danske 
Bank.  

• Have a look at what type of careers are 
available at Progressive Building Society.  

• PwC – we know you have goals and ambitions 
– but do you want to go to uni or have a career 
or maybe a combination of both.  Find out all 
you need to know here in our school and college 
leavers career hub. 

• Barclays – Are you interested in an 
apprenticeship at Barclays.  Take 
this quiz to find out what a career with us is 
like.  There are no right or wrong answers, it is 
all about finding out more and what career you 
might be suited too.  

• Explore all Finance careers, jobs and 
courses and advice all in one place at ALL 
ABOUT CAREERS.  

• Why should I do finance work experience?  This 
article from  School at Succes.org can give you 
an insight in what a career in the industry might 
be like and also what transferrable skills you 
might develop. 

• Find out what some of the most important skills 
you need to develop for a career in finance, as 
found in this article from Bright Network. 

• Meet our HSBC staff and gain an insight into 
their experiences of work. 

• If you have a passion for maths and want to 
find out about a career in ACTUARY, have a look 
at this guide about the career path. 

• Gain an insight into a career as an accountant in 
this attached article from Accountancy Careers. 

• Top skills you need to work in the Financial 
Services sector. Have a read of this article from 
BRIGHT NETWORK 

 
UNIVERSITY RELATED 
• There is a large variety of jobs in in 

this sector, you will typically need good business 
sense, organization skills and be good with 
numbers. Have a look at some of the case 
studies to be found on the UCAS site. 
- Find out about a career as an auditor  
- Find out about a career as an economist  
- Find out about a career as a management 

accountant  
- Find out about a career as a stockbroker  
- Find out about a career as a tax adviser  

• Finance is about making and managing 
money.  A placement with a financial firm is part 
of this degree.  Have a listen 
to Professor Gareth Campbell taking 
about studying finance at Queen’s University 
Belfast.  

• Find out what courses are on offer at Ulster 
University in the area of finance 
and download the prospectus here.  

• What is finance?  It is how someone manages 
money to make money. In this UCAS guide you 
can find out what the entry requirements that 
are needed for a finance degree and you may 
be surprised that some universities accept BTEC 
level 3’s, as well as A-levels. 

• If a career in trading, investment or banking 
appeals to you, you may wish to look at the 
wide range of degrees on offer.  Have a look on 
The Uni Guide to search for all courses on 
offer. 

• Want to study Accounting and Finance? Find out 
the university rankings for this career path at 
the Complete University Guide. 

• Find out where the top 10 universities for 
studying Accounting and Finance are?  
 
 

https://www.studentladder.co.uk/careers/
https://www.studentladder.co.uk/careers/investment-banking/
https://www.studentladder.co.uk/careers/investment-banking/
https://www.studentladder.co.uk/careers/insurance-broker/
https://www.studentladder.co.uk/careers/sales-trading/
https://danskebank.co.uk/about-us/careers/apprenticeship-programme
https://www.theprogressive.com/media/1348/careers-flyer.pdf
https://www.pwc.co.uk/careers/student-careers/school-careers.html
https://joinus.barclays/eme/apprenticeships/
https://www.allaboutfinancecareers.co.uk/stage
https://www.allaboutfinancecareers.co.uk/stage
https://successatschool.org/advicedetails/1136/finance-work-experience#:%7E:text=Finance%20work%20experience%20lets%20you%20see%20what%20it,and%20finance%20can%20be%20tricky%2C%20as%20it%E2%80%99s%20competitive.
https://www.brightnetwork.co.uk/career-path-guides/financial-services/which-five-skills-do-you-need-career-finance/
https://www.hsbc.com/careers/life-at-hsbc/meet-our-people?page=1&take=10
https://www.actuaries.org.uk/system/files/field/document/IFO_3572_The_Actuarial_Employers_Diretory_PRINT%20standard%20spreads.pdf
https://www.accountancycareers.co.uk/career-advice/
https://www.brightnetwork.co.uk/career-path-guides/financial-services/top-skills/
https://www.ucas.com/ucas/after-gcses/find-career-ideas/explore-jobs?j=/auditor&f=/job-families/accountancy-banking-and-finance
https://www.ucas.com/ucas/after-gcses/find-career-ideas/explore-jobs?j=/economist&f=/job-families/accountancy-banking-and-finance
https://www.ucas.com/ucas/after-gcses/find-career-ideas/explore-jobs?j=/management-accountant&f=/job-families/accountancy-banking-and-finance
https://www.ucas.com/ucas/after-gcses/find-career-ideas/explore-jobs?j=/management-accountant&f=/job-families/accountancy-banking-and-finance
https://www.ucas.com/ucas/after-gcses/find-career-ideas/explore-jobs?j=/stockbroker&f=/job-families/accountancy-banking-and-finance
https://www.ucas.com/ucas/after-gcses/find-career-ideas/explore-jobs?j=/tax-adviser&f=/job-families/accountancy-banking-and-finance
https://www.qub.ac.uk/Study/connect/subjects/finance/
https://www.ulster.ac.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0005/823712/UU-Undergrad-Prosp-2022_23.pdf
https://www.ucas.com/explore/subjects/finance
https://www.theuniguide.co.uk/subjects/finance
https://www.thecompleteuniversityguide.co.uk/league-tables/rankings/accounting-and-finance
https://www.studyin-uk.pl/pl/top-ten-uk-universities/accounting-and-finance/
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SPEAKERS FOR SCHOOLS 
• Discover if a career in Investment Banking is for 

you with Fidelity at their offices in Central 
London. 

• Have a listen to this video broadcast with Sarah 
Breeden, Executive Director of the Bank of 
England. 

• Hear from Branko Bjelobaba, Finance and 
Engaging in Democracy Speaker who gives a 
passionate talk about the UK financial services 
sector. 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Updated June 2021  

To find out more about our Work Inspiration programme, please contact Joanne Mehaffy or visit 
www.workinspiration-ni.com  

 

https://www.speakersforschools.org/young-people/discovering-investment-banking-with-fidelity/
https://www.speakersforschools.org/inspiration/vtalks/vtalks-video-library/
https://www.speakersforschools.org/inspiration/vtalks/vtalks-video-library/
https://www.speakersforschools.org/vtalks/branko-bjelobaba-finance-and-engaging-in-democracy-speaker/
https://www.speakersforschools.org/vtalks/branko-bjelobaba-finance-and-engaging-in-democracy-speaker/
mailto:joanne.mehaffy@bitcni.org.uk,
http://www.workinspiration-ni.com/

